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1 = General Standards Development Program

2 = Consensus Standards Development Program (CSDP)

3 = National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP)

4 = Proficiency Testing Program (PTP)

5 = Laboratory Accreditation System Program (LASP)

6 = Advocacy Program

7 = Technical Assistance Program

8 = Forum on Laboratory Accreditation

9 = National Environmental Monitoring Conference (NEMC) 

10 = National Environmental Field Activities Program (NEFAP)
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Base Requirements for ILAC MRA Signatories for FSMO Testing

· Submittal of application and fee for recognition to the NEFAP board, along with appropriate documentation (i.e. quality manual, Standard operating procedures, etc.).  This information will be used for a document review by the NEFAP assigned evaluation team

· Submittal of the Accreditation Body (AB) training program to the NEFAP evaluation team.  The AB training program is for AB assessor training to conduct assessments in accordance to the TNI FSMO standard. AB evaluators shall have documented training in evaluating to  the TNI FSMO Standard

· Evidence of ILAC MRA signatory status for testing (i.e. copy of the ILAC MRA)

· Documented management system to meet the requirements of Volume 2 of the TNI FSMO Standard

· Review by the NEFAP Board for recognition

· Recognition granted after review of documentation, completion of the NEFAP evaluation team document review report and closure of all documentation non-conformances

· Initial ABs receiving NEFAP Recognition, the NEFAP evaluation team will witness the accreditation body performing an initial assessment of the FSMO in accordance to the ABs policies and procedures.  This witnessing may include an office visit and/or field visit.  Based on the scope of recognition, the NEFAP Board may recommend additional witness evaluations 

· Continued recognition granted by NEFAP Board upon closure of all non-conformances arising from witness evaluations

· NEFAP evaluation team participation in AB’s next ILAC re-evaluation (ILAC re-evaluation of AB every 4 years)

Base Requirements for Non-ILAC FSMO Accreditation Bodies
· Submittal of application and fee for recognition to the NEFAP Board, along with appropriate documentation (i.e. quality manual, Standard operating procedures etc.). This information will be used for a document review by the NEFAP assigned evaluation team.

· Assignment of evaluation team leader and team members appropriate to the size of the accreditation body by the NEFAP Board.   Team leader and one of the two team members will be made up of personnel from the other NEFAP recognized ABs participating in the NEFAP process.  The remaining team member to include a representative from NEFAP to verify conformance to Volume 1 and 2 of the TNI FSMO standard.  At least one team member must be familiar with the technical standards applicable to the scope of the accreditations being granted.

· Quality manual/documentation review to ensure conformance to Volume 2 of the TNI FSMO standard

· On-site evaluation of the AB by the evaluation team with a combination of evaluating the office as well as evaluating the AB conducting assessments of FSMO field activities  to ensure conformance with Volumes 1 and 2 of the TNI standard.  Witnessing of the AB of an FSMO must include at a minimum an initial accreditation assessment, (if available and for continuing recognition a surveillance assessment and a reassessment may be selected.)   Initial ABs receiving NEFAP Recognition, the NEFAP evaluation team will witness the accreditation body performing an initial assessment of the FSMO in accordance to the ABs policies and procedures.  This witnessing may include an office visit and/or field visit.  Based on the scope of recognition, the NEFAP Board may recommend additional witness evaluations 

· NEFAP AB evaluators shall have documented training in evaluating to ISO/IEC 17011 and to Volume 1 and 2 of the TNI FSMO Standard.

· Recognition granted by NEFAP Board upon closure of all non-conformances

· Evaluations are performed once ever four years.

Policy Approved Changes

	Prev. Policy No.
	New Policy No.
	Date of Change
	Description of Change

	N/A
	10-100  Rev 0
	6/1/10
	New Document.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The NELAC Institute

P.O. Box 2439

Weatherford, TX  76086

www.nelac-institute.org


